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Period: 

Geography 12
The force of gravity slowly moves weathered particles down a slope to produce features like piles of rock debris. Mass wasting is a process defined as the downhill movement of weathered materials resulting from the pull of gravity. 
The energy exerted by gravity on a load is determined by the following factors:

Causes of mass wasting: 
1) H2O in soil causes soil to _____________________________________________ ( adding precipitation can trigger a mass wasting event. 
2) Roots of trees and plants ____________________________( when logged/cleared it destabilizes the slope. 
3) Building of roads/highways that cut into steep mountainsides can decrease _________

__________________________
4) Earthquakes can trigger mass wasting in areas where there is weathered or loose rock. 
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Methods of slope stabilization: 
Types of Mass Wasting: 

· LANDSLIDES: general term applied to any mass movement.
· SLIDES: large block of land that moves downslope along bedding plane.
· FLOWS: movement of soil, rock, vegetation that moves fast, high in water content
· FALL: rocks that break free and tumble downslope. 
· CREEP: moves slowly  
Complete chart using Planet Earth: p. 249-251 
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